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THE DIARY OF ADAM AND EVE:
Based on Mark Twain’s “The Diary of Adam and Eve”
Arranged by
Steven Dexheimer

SUMMARY: Based on Mark Twain’s classic work, this humorous
sketch explores the relationship of men and women through the eyes
of the world’s first couple, Adam and Eve.

CAST:
Adam
Eve

TIME LENGTH: 3 minutes
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(Throughout the entire sketch, Adam and Eve stand at the opposite
ends of the stage. They speak to the audience, but never interact with
each other.)
ADAM: Monday…This new creature with the long hair is a good deal
in the way. It is always hanging around and following me about. I
don’t like this; I am not used to company. I wish it would stay with the
other animals…
EVE: I followed it around yesterday afternoon, at a distance, to see
what it might be, but I was not able to make it out. I think it is a man. I
had never seen a man, but it looked like one, and I feel sure that that
is what it is. I realize that I feel more curiosity about it than about any
of the other reptiles.
ADAM: Tuesday…I get no chance to name anything myself. The new
creature names everything that comes along. There is the dodo, for
instance. Says the moment one looks at it one sees that it “looks like
a dodo”. It will have to keep that name, no doubt…Dodo! It looks no
more like a dodo than I do.
EVE: We are getting along very well indeed. He does not try to avoid
me anymore, which is a good sign. During the last day or two I have
taken all the work of naming things off his hands, and this has been a
great relief to him, for he has not the gift in and is evidently very
grateful. Whenever a new creature comes along I name it before he
has time to expose himself by an awkward silence. In this way I have
saved him many embarrassments.
ADAM: Wednesday…I wish it would not talk; it is always talking…
EVE: When I found it could talk I felt a new interest in it, for I love to
talk; I talk all day…I am very interesting, but if I had another to talk to
I could be twice as interesting…
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ADAM: Monday…The new creature says its name is Eve. That is all
right, I have no objections…and it says it is not an it, it is a she. This
is probably doubtful…
EVE: If this reptile is a man, it isn’t an it, is it? That wouldn’t be
grammatical, would it? I think it would be he. I think so…
ADAM: Tuesday…She has taken up with a snake now. The other
animals are glad, for she was always experimenting with them and
bothering them; and I am glad because the snake talks, and this
enables me to get a rest…This morning I found the new creature
trying to knock apples out of that forbidden tree. I advised her to keep
away from the tree. She said she wouldn’t. I see trouble…
EVE: I tried to get him some of those apples, but I cannot learn to
throw straight. They were forbidden, and he says I shall come to
harm; but so I come to harm through pleasing him, why shall I care
for that harm?
ADAM: Wednesday…I escaped last night, and rode a horse all night
as fast as he could go, hoping to get clear before the trouble should
begin; but it was not to be. About an hour after sun-up, as I was riding
through a flowery plain where thousands of animals were grazing,
slumbering, or playing with each other, all of a sudden they broke into
a tempest of frightful noises, and in one moment every beast was
destroying its neighbor. I knew what it meant-Eve had eaten that fruit,
and death had come into the world…
EVE: When I look back, the Garden is a dream to me. It was
beautiful, surpassingly beautiful, enchantingly beautiful; and now it is
lost, and I shall not see it anymore.
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ADAM: I find she is a good deal of a companion. I see I should be
lonesome and depressed without her, now that I have lost my
property. Another thing, she says it is ordered that we work for a
living. She will be useful. I will superintend.
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